
Yorkshire branches of The Co-opera-
tive and Morrisons and will be taking
the brand to further national outlets
across the country in 2009.

WEST YORKSHIRE

Former Hammonds chief-turned-
investor Chris Jones, insolvency prac-
titioner Tony Armitage and property
developer and professional investor
Simon Padgett have launched
Armitage Jones, a firm to advise on
corporate restructuring and recovery
and funding issues.

Ulrick & Short, the manufacturer of
clean-label ingredients for the food
industry, is making inroads into
France, Ireland, Germany and the
Benelux countries with a network 
of distribution partners. Ulrick & 
Short plans to export 18 per cent of its
products by 2013.

International vehicle rental company
1car1 Car and Van Rental is
relaunching its contracts subsidiary,
which was launched two years ago,
targeting smaller businesses. The
Leeds-based business is offering a
range of funding solutions after 
corporate demand for the company’s
flexi-lease vehicle solution increased
by 65 per cent in the last six months
of 2008. The company has also
opened its first Spanish office to raise
its share of the ex-pat market.
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Fashion accessories company
Rawfusion has opened an office in
France. The business, which is
licensed to design and distribute 
clothing and accessories for brands
including Playboy, Chupa Chups and
Marvel, will also use the base to 
distribute Rawfusion’s own brand
Pursonality. The company is head-
quartered in Bridlington .

The Hull office of accountancy firm
Baker Tilly is relocating to Two
Humber Quays from Alfred Gelder
Street at the end of April.

NORTH YORKSHIRE

Artisan cheesemaker Shepherds Purse
has secured a contract with The 
Co-operative Food to supply its
Yorkshire Blue cheese. The cheese will
be stocked on the delicatessens of 86
stores in the north of England through
consolidator Bridgehead Food
Partners.

Harrogate Chamber is bringing the
Yorkshire Business Market back to
the Pavilions of Harrogate for its fifth
year on 27 April 2009. The one-day
networking event, which attracted

Agenda

160 exhibitors and 1,500 business
visitors in 2008, will be opened by
Phil Willis, MP for Harrogate and
Knaresborough and chairman of the
House of Commons Select Committee
for Innovation, Universities & Skills.

SOUTH YORKSHIRE

Huthwaite International has extended
an agreement with Logic Consulting,

its existing Egyptian licensee, to the
United Arab Emirates. Logic
Consulting, which has delivered
Huthwaite’s research-based sales
training for three years in Egypt, 
has become the company’s fastest-
growing licensee. 

Neilson Hydraulics has developed 
its capacity to design its own hydraulic
systems. The company, which is
based in Sheffield, has worked with
Sheffield Hallam University on a
Knowledge Transfer Partnership
scheme and invested in a Solidworks
3D computer-aided design system as
well as finite element analysis 
software. Neilson has also invested 
in the latest Sauer Danfoss Plus+1 
electro-hydraulic technology.

DavyMarkham, the heavy engineering
business based in Sheffield, has won a
$20m order from Canadian mid-tier
gold producer IAMGOLD Corporation
to deliver hoists to serve as the main
production hoist for its Westwood
exploration programme. They have a
diameter of 21 ft, a drum width of 8 ft
and a payload capacity of 44,000 lbs.

Yorkshire Crisps has signed a deal
with Sainsbury’s for the supermarket
to stock 50g bags of its Natural Sea
Salt and Henderson’s Yorkshire Sauce
flavours in 17 Yorkshire branches.
Yorkshire Crisps already supplies

Hopkins Catering, the Leeds manufacturer of fish frying
ranges, has developed a lean-burn model to save fast-
food outlets 60 per cent on energy costs. The 

company is also looking at bringing back founder Vince
Hopkins’ original invention, Little Willy – a device that
extracts fat from fryer scraps to be reused.

INNOVATION Victoria Hopkins, manager at Hopkins Catering

WEST YORKSHIRE

Resource Print Solutions, based in Leeds, has been hired by former BBC
Apprentice candidates Kristina Grimes and Jenny Celerier to provide the design
and print requirements for their series of sales seminars, Raising the Bar,
including one at the Harrogate International Exhibition Centre on 26 March.

RAISING THE BAR (l-r) Kristina Grimes with Asif Choudry, sales and mar-
keting director of RPS, and Jenny Celerier

WEST YORKSHIRE
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Creative agency Mezzo Group has
formed a range of divisions under its
new structure. The Leeds-based group
comprises Poison Pen Films, which
creates music videos; TrainingPod, a
portable e-learning system; Spike and
PECO, creating music for ads, TV and
film and motion graphic design
respectively; as well as MezzoFilms,

the media production company from
where it all began in 1987. 

Beacons Business Interiors has 
handled the 10,000 sq ft office fit-out
for multinational engineering and
design consultancy Atkins at its office
in Leeds. The £220,000 contract
involved the redesign of the building at
Thorpe Park Business Park.

Severe winter weather has boosted
sales at Wakefield’s Brotherton
Speciality Products, which manufac-
tures specialist de-icing products.
Sales of the company’s Safegrip and
Ecowing runway and aircraft de-icers
hit record levels just halfway through
their traditional season. The compa-
ny’s turnover increased by 36 per cent
to £15m in 2008, and the business
expects significant growth in 2009,
despite the economic downturn.

Wakefield Council’s Economic
Taskforce has launched a dedicated
economic helpline service to support
the district’s businesses and individu-
als during the economic downturn.
The Wakefield Economic Helpline can
also provide businesses with access to
a bank of ‘business buddies’ – highly
successful local and regional figures
who are giving their time and expertise
to keep Wakefield working.
Companies can contact the helpline
on 0845 124 2009.

The Football Stadia Improvement
Fund, supporters of the Football
Foundation, has awarded a £13,000
grant to The University of Leeds,
which will go towards the develop-
ment and drainage of a grass pitch
and the installation of a pitch perime-
ter barrier and extra drainage work.

The University of Leeds and Leeds
Metropolitan University are leading
the £65m Innovation City Leeds initia-
tive in partnership with Leeds City

Sheffield IT specialist Richlyn Systems has developed a tailor-made website
solution for UK dental practices, which is used by practices in Sheffield,
Leeds, Manchester, Nottingham, Wakefield and Mansfield. The system was
first demonstrated at the British Dental Association’s annual exhibition in
Manchester.

TAILOR-MADE Richlyn’s solution for dentists

ONLINE Rose Stewart

SOUTH YORKSHIRE

Yorkshire furniture store Simply Dutch is opening a new store in Batley 
following its success in Leeming Bar in North Yorkshire, which has grown
turnover to more than £1m. Jason Hadlow, who took over Simply Dutch in
2004, has also launched Simply Dutch Wholesale to complement his stores
and online sales. 

EXPANSION Jason Hadlow

WEST YORKSHIRE

Rose Stuart, the entrepreneur behind Leeds-based Ebnus, has launched a
new e-commerce system. Stewart has amassed a global team of developers to
design the software and is being supported by Business Link Yorkshire’s High
Growth Start-up programme. The business is targeting £250,000 turnover in
its first year.

WEST YORKSHIRE

The Rose Bowl, Leeds
Metropolitan University’s £50m
development, will open on 1 April
2009. The five-storey facility will
provide a new home for Leeds
Business School as well as
10,000 sq m of events space
behind the Civic Hall in Leeds’
Civic Quarter.

WEST YORKSHIRE

Council and Leeds Teaching Hospitals
NHS Trust, which aims to accelerate
Leeds’ reputation as a centre for enter-
prise and innovation. The project
includes a £30m ‘Innovation City
Leeds’ building and bio-incubator.

Baildon cleaning product company
Chemspec Europe’s Formula 429 is
one of nine products chosen for a trial
to fight healthcare-associated infections
(HCAIs), with a view to potentially 
supplying them across the NHS.
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